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Invitation to Young Scientists to Meet With Some of the Greatest Minds of 
Mathematics and Computer Science	  

 

You are a young researcher (Undergraduate, Graduate, or Postdoc) in the fields of 
Mathematics and/or Computer Science, and you probably already started a scientific career – 
in academia, in industry, or elsewhere. 

Of course, you know the names of the pre-eminent scientists in your area, scientists who 
solved long-standing problems or who paved the way into new, unchartered territory – 
researchers who sparked your passion for science and whom you may consider role models.  
You probably even met one of them at a conference. 

Now what if you had not just a brief chat with one of those exemplary scientists, but if you 
met them in an environment where you could discuss your scientific ideas, ask for their 
advice on your career plans etc. in a casual setting with a time budget of hours and even days? 
Sounds attractive but unrealistic?  

It certainly is not a very likely scenario, but the newly created Heidelberg Laureate Forum 
(HLF) will do exactly this: It will bring together winners of the Abel Prize, the ACM Turing 
Award, and the Fields Medal with young scientists from Computer Science and Mathematics. 
The Forum will span one week and will consist of presentations, workshops, panel 
discussions and various social events, all of them involving both the laureates and the young 
scientists, focusing on scientific exchange and inspiration. 

The 1st Heidelberg Laureate Forum will take place in 2013, from September 22nd to 27th.  

 

Who can participate? 

The Heidelberg Laureate Forum will invite undergraduate students, PhD candidates, and 
young researchers at the postdoctoral level. In the latter category we are not just addressing 
people in classical postdoc positions but also young scientists who recently completed their 
PhD, are still strongly interested in scientific matters, even if they are now working in a non-
scientific environment. 

 

How does the invitation process work? 

The HLF will apply a mixed strategy for identifying potential invitees: 

1. Representatives of selected scientific organizations will be asked to nominate 
candidates. 

2. Young researchers can apply online at  
https://application.heidelberg-‐laureate-‐forum.org/intern/reg_registration_for.php	  



	  

	   2	  

The final selection of the invitees will be made by the Scientific Committee supporting the 
HLF foundation. Members of the Scientific Committee are listed at: http://www.heidelberg-
laureate-forum.org/about-the-forum/scientific-committee/. 

 

What do you need in order to apply? 

The material required for a complete application is listed in the website, but here is a short 
summary: 

• Applications in all categories: CV; statement of purpose (why do you apply); Awards, 
other scientific achievements (if any); names and addresses of people who can provide 
a letter of recommendation (1 to 3); indication of your field of research (Mathematics, 
Computer Science, or both) 

• Additional information from PhD candidates: Short summary of thesis topic; 
transcripts; publications (if any). 

• Additional information from Postdocs: Short summary of thesis topic; publications; 
suggestion for a 90 min workshop to be organized as part of the Forum (optional). 

 

What is the schedule? 

The deadline for applications is February 15, 2013. 

Should we receive many more applications and nominations than our reviewers can handle, 
we reserve the right to close the application website early. 

Successful applicants will be notified by April 15, 2013. 

 

Will there be travel support? 

The HLF Foundation will provide travel support for a limited number of young researchers. 
Details will be contained in the acceptance notification. For the others HLF will try to 
establish contacts with funding agencies in various countries so that support can be asked 
from national sources. 

 

General remarks 

Participation in the Heidelberg Laureate Forum is by invitation only. Submitting an 
application or receiving a nomination does not establish a legal claim to an invitation.  
	  


