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Description:

The Truth, Pratchett's 25th Discworld novel, skewers the newspaper business. When printing comes
to Ankh-Morpork, it "drag(s) the city kicking and screaming into the Century of the Fruitbat." Well,
actually, out of the Century of the Fruitbat. As the Bursar remarks, if the era's almost over, it's high
time they embraced its challenges.

William de Worde, well-meaning younger son of reactionary nobility, has been providing a monthly
newsletter to the elite using engraving. Then he is struck (and seriously bruised) by the power of the
press. The dwarves responsible convince William to expand his letter and the Ankh-Morpork Times is
born. Soon William has a staff, including Sacharissa Cripslock, a genteel young lady with a knack for
headline writing, and photographer Otto Chriek. Otto's vampirism causes difficulties: flash pictures
cause him to crumble to dust and need reconstitution, and he must battle his desire for blood,
particularly Sacharissa's. When Lord Vetinari is accused of attempted murder, the City Watch
investigates the peculiar circumstances, but William wants to know what really happened. The odds
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for his survival drop as his questions multiply.

The Truth is satirical, British, and full of sly jokes. Although this cake doesn't rise quite as high as it
did in previous volumes, even ordinary Pratchett is pretty darn good, and those who haven't read a
Discworld novel before can start here and go on to that incredible backlist. --Nona Vero --This text
refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

From Publishers Weekly The 25th book (after The Fifth Elephant) in the Discworld series returns
to the thriving city of Ankh-Morpork, where humans, dwarfs and trolls share the streets with
zombies, vampires, werewolves and the occasional talking dog. Young William de Worde makes a
modest living running a scribing business, including a newsletter of current events for a select
subscription list. Then he meets dwarf wordsmith Gunilla Goodmountain, inventor of the printing
press, who helps transform de Worde's newsletter into a daily called The Ankh-Morpork Times
(subhead: The Truth Shall Make Ye Free). While the city's civil, religious and business leaders are up
in arms over The Times, Lord Vetinari, the Patrician of Ankh-Morpork, encourages the advance--as
long as it remains a "simple entertainment that is not going to end up causing tentacled monsters
and dread apparitions to talk the streets eating people." In the meantime, as de Worde's staff grows
and a type turns the subhead to "The Truth Shall Make Ye Fret", two shadowy characters are hired
to remove the Patrician--permanently. Pratchett's witty reach is even longer than usual here, from
Pulp Fiction to His Girl Friday. Readers who've never visited Discworld before may find themselves
laughing out loud, even as they cheer on the good guys, while longtime fans are sure to call this
Pratchett's best one yet.
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